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It's always a bit sad to bid farewell
to summer.  Particularly when you
have the good fortune to live on the
beautiful coast of Maine.  School
vacation, extra family time, long
days, and late nights spent enjoying
the great outdoors.  It's a  magical
season, and it goes by fast!

But thankfully, the sweet taste of
fall quickly fills our senses with a
new kind of excitement;  cool, crisp
air, vibrant color, and traditional
New England events.

One thing that does not change
with the season is the strong sense
of community that one feels when
wandering the museum grounds on
any given day.  Whether the village
green is bustling with festive
activity, or it's a quiet midweek day
on the train, a heartwarming vibe is
always present.

The happy innocence of children as
they board the train, or climb into
the driver's seat of the fire truck.

The Bitter-Sweet Taste of Changing Seasons FAMILY HARVEST DAY

THIS SATURDAY 10A-4PM

Or the family that has been visiting
for generations and is now sharing
their past with their own children
and grandchildren.

Clubs, organizations, classrooms,
bus tours, weddings, community
events;  all ages, all walks of life, all
arriving for different reasons, and
all departing with a sense of joyful
gratitude.   

In an otherwise complicated world,
it seems that taking a step back in
time has the power to remove our
barriers and put us back in our
happy place.

The collection of stories in the
pages to follow are a small but
powerful sampling of what our staff
and volunteers experience
throughout a season at the
museum.  

So as the weather grows cooler, we
hope they will warm your hearts as
much as they do ours.  And we look
forward to seeing you this fall!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BOB CRINK

By Lori Reynolds

OCTOBER 8 + 9

FALL FOLIAGE FESTIVAL

ART | HAND MADES | VINTAGE  
FOOD | MUSIC | LOCAL 

 

RAILWAY SPOOKTACULAR

OCTOBER 29TH 10A-4P
 TRICK-OR-TREAT | TRAIN RIDES 
CARNIVAL GAMES | AND MORE

 

HAY RIDES | GAMES
PUMPKIN DECORATING 

TRAIN RIDES + MORE
 

Event Details at 
RailwayVillage.org



+  Interesting News on the Grounds 
 

Y o u n g  H i s t o r i a n s . . .

The Railway Village Museum may have
resurrected a past event, Children’s Day, but
it was jam-packed with new activities.
Alongside classic fan favorites like the barrel
train, were mid-century games, special guests
from the Pollination Station, and a host of
archaeology activities. Each activity
highlighted a different method or skill used
by archaeologists in the field or lab. The new
activities were preceded by a four-part video
series “Discover Archaeology” based on a
museum curator’s work in Belize during the
2022 summer. The videos can be found on
the museum’s social media pages and
website under Programs>Archaeology Clubs. 

Meet Emma Markowitz.  Emma is the current curatorial intern, working with Dr.
Lytle on several special projects, events, and cataloging of museum collections.
Emma is a brilliant young woman entering her senior year of high school in the
Fall of 2023. She has proven herself to be a dedicated researcher and someone
willing to take on any challenge or task presented to her. You may have seen her
working hard at the archaeology station at the RVM Children’s Day, educating
youth visitors through hands-on activities. Her efforts on the museum’s digital
exhibit of woodworking tools will soon be available online!
Emma pictured here with Eben Anderson 

 

T H E  V I L L A G E  P E O P L E

Visiting schools or youth groups can now
request an archaeology mock dig as part of
their visit to the museum at no additional
cost. Schools can also contact Dr. Lytle to
discuss free in-school archaeology club
opportunities!  For more information email
WhitneyLytle@RailwayVillage.org

'John taught me how to be a brakeman. Or in my case " brake
girl" for the train cars. This helps the train stop in slippery
conditions'. 

Our Newest 'Brake Girl', Karen Aumick

Congrats to George Paine who submitted this "Going Fishing" photo to 
 Model Railroader Magazine for their annual photo contest. The photo
received honorable mention and was printed in the magazine. 

Our 'Larger than Life' Model Railroad never stops Growing!!

Resurrecting Old Traditions and 
Making New Ones...

Now you can get up close
and personal with museum
artifacts! You can view
online exhibitions of several
Railway Village Museum
collections by clicking the
link on our website or
scanning this QR code with
your smartphone. This will
be a constantly growing
resource as collections are
added to our digital
catalog. Currently, there is
a mix of objects that are on
and off display at the
museum for you to enjoy!

Dr. Whitney Lytle

Check out our NEW Digital Collection!

By Dr. Whitney Lytle, Director of Curation + Education

2023 Dates Available
Contact Lori.Reynolds@RailwayVillage.org photo courtesy of Terry Hibbard



As with any car that has been sitting for the last 5 plus years a few things needed to be done
before it would fire up.  There are 3 things that are required to run an engine, compression, fuel,
and spark.  First, we did a visual inspection of the motor and checked compression and oil.  Then
moved on to the spark where we needed to clean and gap the points as well as repair the coil
wire.  Once we had a good spark we could move onto fuel.  The carburetor was in relatively good
shape, besides cleaning the float and valve the rest was in good order.  Now that we had
compression, fuel, and spark it was time to start it up.  The Packard came back to life and that
straight 8 motors ran flawlessly for about a minute and then stopped.  From here we knew we had
a fuel supply issue as the Packard is gravity fed from a Stewart vacuum fuel pump.  The next
logical step was to take the Stewart fuel pump apart to see what was going on. The Stewart
vacuum fuel pump is an interesting piece of technology as it uses the engine manifold vacuum to
draw gasoline from the fuel tank and fill the gravity-fed reservoir. Once apart it was apparent
that fuel had completely evaporated inside and left a fair amount of corrosion and the vacuum
shutoff was completely seized.  After a good cleaning and lubricating of the mechanical shutoff, it
was time to reassemble.  Time to try again and the engine fired right up and ran flawlessly.  The
next day we took it out on the road and everything worked well and provided a smooth ride.  
 Now, onto the next vehicle; our 1930 ford pickup. 

 
Next time you come to the Railway Museum, be sure to revisit our Town Hall to see a new (old)
addition. Turn of the century town halls, grange halls, and theaters often had large curtains made
of muslin, linen, or canvas hanging above their stages. Though often decorative and serving as
backdrops for performances, others advertised local businesses. Built-in 1847 for $700 by Ephram
Pinkham, the Boothbay Town Hall, now located on the museum grounds, is an example of the
Greek Revival style popular in Maine from 1830-1860. In the early to mid-1900s, a large
advertising curtain was hung in the Town Hall. The curtain was painted on canvas from a recycled
sail and advertised local businesses, some of which still exist in Boothbay today! In August of
2022, the advertising curtain was restored by Vermont-based non-profit ‘Curtains Without
Borders’. Restoration efforts were led by Curtains Without Borders expert conservator, M.J. Davis
with the help of her husband Dan Davis, and RVM employees: Karen Aumick, Emma Markowitz,
and David Blackman. The Railway Village Museum would like to extend a special thank you to J.
Edward Knight Insurance for donating the funds to restore this piece of local history. Stop in and
you will see they were one of the original businesses on the curtain! If you would like to know more
about Curtains Without Borders, check out their website curtainswithoutborders.org. 

W H A T ' S  N E W  I N  T H E  W O R L D  O F  O L D

By Stein Eriksen, Buildings + Grounds This month we brought the 1929 Packard back to life.. . 

For before and after photos and more interesting 
facts about this preservation story visit our Blog at 

RailwayVillage.org/Village-News

The 1929 Packard was donated by Lydia 
Kitfield of Edgecomb, Maine in August of 1989

For more on this story visit  
RailwayVillage.org/Village 

Exhibits/RestorationProjects

 Advertising Curtain Restoration.. . By Dr. Whitney Lytle, Director of Curation + Education

http://curtainswithoutborders.org/


 

Printing by Lincoln County PublishingNewsletter Editor:  Lori Reynolds

There are so many ways to make history at the museum.  Whether it's by volunteering or becoming a 
member, donating artifacts, or making a monetary contribution.  All are critical pieces in preserving 

our past and giving back to our future.  

W H O ' S  M A K I N G  H I S T O R Y

Something I have been doing for the past two years if I have the time in the morning is putting
pennies on the rails and running over them with the locomotive to flatten them out.
During the day if I see kids that are really interested in the train (they all are) I give them one of
the pennies and tell them that it is a lucky penny and to hold on to it.

Story by long-time, INCREDIBLY DEVOTED volunteers, John and Cathy Orne

A few weeks ago a lady came in with a little girl, I am guessing she
was around four years old, and they spent most of the day at the
museum. I think her name was Abby. Abby was asking questions
about the locomotive, and the train. I gave her a penny and told her
it was her lucky penny. Later on Abby came up to us and gave me a
flower she had picked and the lady said she was thanking me for the
penny. Then later in the afternoon Abby came back and gave me a
four-leaf clover that she had found in the field, I told her that I had
never seen a four-leaf clover before and told her that I would take it
home. She then gave Cathy and me a hug.
The next weekend I was tending to the locomotive before our next run and Cathy told me that
Abby was back. I asked Abby if she was going for a train ride and she shook her head no. The lady
said they just stopped in to say hi and watch the train go by. When we came back from our run
Abby was gone, but there was a flower waiting for us by the engineering box where she had seen
me put the four-leaf clover.

Siblings admiring their flattened 
penny.  Bob Crink photo

Historic Locomotives Receive 'Full Steam
Ahead' Following Annual State Inspection.. . 

The photo above is on inspection day with the locomotives all
fired up.   Courtesy of John Orne, Engineer

In August the boilers underwent their biannual inspection
and passed with flying colors. 

A photo (source unknown)of a Baldwin locomotive ''back
in the day.' Visit our blog at RailwayVillage.org for the
full story.  Another interesting piece of Maine history.  

O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N

H E I R L O O M S  +  H A N D M A D E S  
S N A C K S  +  S O U V E N I R S

7  D A Y S  A  W E E K  |  1 0 A - 5 P M   
O P E N  T O  T H E  P U B L I C

DECEMBER
3 + 4 ,  1 0 + 1 1 ,  1 7 + 1 8

WANTED :
Elves of all Varieties


